
Books for changing the world

HaymarketBooks

MESSAGES FROM 
GEORG SIMMEL
HORST J. HELLE

Available at a discounted rate of 30% off the
cover price to students with use of the

coupon code: “SCSScourse”

To inquire about signing up for adoption 
discounts, or to request review or 

examination copies, 
write to john@haymarketbooks.org

To order visit: www.haymarketbooks.org
Trade paper, $28, 201 pages ISBN: 978-1-60846-345-9 
Published by Haymarket Books, www.haymarketbooks.org

info@haymarketbooks.org, 773-583-7884

Horst J. Helle studied business administration, so-
ciology and psychology at the University of Ham-
burg, leading to a Dr.phil. in 1959 and a
Habilitation for Sociology in 1967. He held pro-
fessor positions in Aachen and Wien; and since
1973 he is profesor at the Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universität München, Germany

As founder of the humanist version of sociology, Georg Simmel sent powerful messages that
are identified and explained in this book: interpretation - things are often not what they appear
to be; change- culture and society evolve over time; interaction - reality is socially constructed;
alienation - people define the value of money without taking responsibility for this construction.
The volume also examines Simmel's politics, documenting his concern that socialism is treated
as merely a political movement and not viewed as a potential form of changed social interaction.


